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erupt and suddenly a mass outmigra-
tion of thousands and thousands of peo-
ple trying to get to the United States?
That is also when you need the Na-
tional Guard.

Now, I have talked with the Coast
Guard and the Navy, and they have a
plan whereby they have an entire sen-
try line of ships that they line up,
which I have questions on and we will
talking about on another occasion,
about that plan, because they have
only modeled it if 10,000 were to flee.
What happens if 100,000 flee? They are
not prepared for that, and everybody in
authority with that plan will tell you
they are not prepared for it. But what-
ever it is, if it occurs, which we hope
and pray that it will not, the National
Guard is going to be a major compo-
nent of trying to restore order and
keep order. Their equipment has been
depleted.

Now, if we end up having the typical
category 1, 2, and 3 hurricanes, which
are severe hurricanes, the Florida Na-
tional Guard tells me they have ade-
quate equipment, they certainly have
the personnel, and they are the best
trained in the country, they know how
to handle hurricanes, and they are the
best of the best. But if they do not have
the equipment—they tell me they do
for up to a category 3—but if the big
one hits, then they are going to have to
rely on getting equipment from other
National Guards around the country.
So what is the lag time on that? And
when they reach out to another
Guard—for example, the Pennsylvania
National Guard with which they have a
compact to share equipment—is the
Pennsylvania Guard going to have suf-
ficient equipment that they can lend to
Florida in an emergency?

These are serious questions which
need to be answered before the hurri-
cane season and before any kind of po-
tential outmigration from the island of
Cuba so that we have preparations,
they are adequately equipped to go
along with the experts and expertise of
the trained personnel and all of the
emergency responders who would re-
spond to that kind of an event.

I am going to continue to sound the
alarm until we get some response. I do
not believe the Florida Guard has the
equipment for a category 5 hurricane
coming right up Tampa Bay or hitting
directly from the east coast from the
Atlantic, in a high urbanized area such
as the Dade-Broward line. So I am
going to continue to ask this question,
as uncomfortable as it will make some
people, until somebody will respond.

I think one potential solution is that
there be an agreement which would be
cut with the Active-Duty—correct
that—with the Army Reserves located
in Florida that have equipment that
there will be an immediate lending of
that equipment and/or personnel to the
Florida National Guard in the case of a
major, catastrophic hurricane hit.

When a hurricane hits, it is a matter
of life and death. As time goes on, as
expert as our emergency responders
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are—and they are expert because they
have been through a lot and they are
quite experienced and well trained—the
ability over time to get those supplies
in, even supplies that have been
prepositioned closer to where the hur-
ricane is going to hit, the ability to get
that transported in is critical in those
first days because there is no power.

You wonder, night-vision goggles—
what does that have to do with it, that
the Florida Guard is 4,400 pairs of
night-vision goggles short? It is be-
cause, in the aftermath of a hurricane,
there is no electricity. Everything is
dark at night. As troops are moving
through all of that debris, they have to
be able to see. That is what those
night-vision goggles are for.

So this Senator will continue to
sound the alarm. We will get the an-
swers. And the good Lord willing, de-
spite the warnings from La Nina in the
Pacific that this is going to be a ter-
ribly active hurricane season in the At-
lantic, the good Lord willing, we will
not have that active hit on the main-
land of the United States, but we bet-
ter be prepared.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that there now be a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise in
recognition of Cover the TUninsured
Week, which is being held this year
from April 23 to 29. As many of us
know, this nonpartisan initiative was
created to focus the Nation’s attention
on one of the most serious challenges
facing our health care system—ensur-
ing access to quality, affordable cov-
erage.

Since the first annual Cover the Un-
insured Week was observed 5 years ago,
the health care crisis has, unfortu-
nately, worsened. At last count, nearly
46 million Americans lacked coverage,
including 400,000 in my home State of
Nevada. More than 100,000 of these un-
insured Nevadans are children. The
context for these numbers, which are
staggering in themselves, is even more
troubling. For too many, premium
costs are escalating faster than they
can manage while benefits are deterio-
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rating. Being a hard-working American
is also no longer a ticket to health cov-
erage, as shown by the fact that 8 out
of 10 uninsured people either work or
are in working families. Even when
they can find good health insurance,
many families must shortchange other
basic needs to afford out-of-pocket ex-
penses or forgo necessary care alto-
gether.

Every year we update these statistics
and findings about the uninsured, but
the same themes still ring true. The
goal should be to ensure that all Amer-
icans can access and afford the health
care they need, regardless of their in-
come, age, employment, or health sta-
tus. Sadly, we as a nation continue to
fall short.

Cover the Uninsured Week is an op-
portunity to reflect on more than just
this current state of affairs. It is also a
time to call for a new direction on
health care in America. Whether one is
a Democrat or Republican, a Member
of Congress or the State legislatures,
we must all work together to heed the
voices of the American people who are
counting on us. So in honor of this
year’s Cover the Uninsured Week, let
us all renew our commitment to im-
proving our health care system. I look
forward to a strong debate in the Sen-
ate on these vital issues, including the
next step of updating the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program to
better meet the needs of the Nation’s
children and families.

————
VIRGINIA TECH TRAGEDY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
have one other short comment I would
like to make, and then I will yield the
floor or note the absence of a quorum.

The Governor of Virginia has asked
our country to take a moment of si-
lence to remember the tragedy this
week at Virginia Tech at noon today.
It is also a good time for us to think
about our responsibilities in the U.S.
Congress. There is hardly any way we
can express our grief to these families
and to that university for what they
have been through this week. It is of
such a scale that it is hard to imagine.
We want them to know we have been
thinking about them, and we would
like to do whatever we can to help
them and to help make sure nothing
like this happens again.

So while Virginia Tech and the Com-
monwealth of Virginia are reviewing
their responsibilities in light of the
tragedy this week at Virginia Tech, we
in the Federal Government ought to be
reviewing our responsibilities too. Our
focus should be on whether Federal
laws or regulations unwisely restrict or
limit how universities are able to deal
with students who have mental health
problems or who otherwise exhibit be-
havior about which parents, authori-
ties, or other third parties should
know.

Generally, and many Americans do
not know this, under Federal law uni-
versities cannot tell parents about
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